60    THE LEGEND OP THE EOMAN CHUECH:

tier, the only satisfactory evidence of an apostolical
mission will be to show a letter signed by apostles,
and to produce a certificate of orthodoxy.1 The good
and the evil which the Church of Jerusalem did to a
nascent Christianity, the Church of Eome will do to
the universal Church. In vain Paul will address to
her his noble Epistle, expounding the mystery of the
Cross of Christ and salvation by faith alone. She
will hardly understand it. But Luther, fourteen
centuries and a half later, will understand it, and
will open a new era in the secular series of the alter-
nate triumphs of Peter and of Paul.

IL

An event of capital importance in the history of
the world took place in the year 61. Paul, a pri-
soner, was taken to Eome, there to prosecute the
appeal which he had made to the tribunal of the
Emperor. A sort of profound instinct had always
made Paul long to take this journey. His arrival in
Eome was an event in his life almost as decisive as

1 Vid. the Pseudo-Clementine Homilies (a Boro.an work), par-
ticularly Horn. xvii.